The title compound, C 14 H 18 O 4 , was obtained unintentionally as the major product of an attempted synthesis of (E,E)-2,5bis [2-(2,4,6-trimethoxyphenyl) ethenyl]pyrazine. The crystal packing features layers based on two weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds involving the O atom of the carbonyl group and two O methoxy Á Á ÁC methoxy interactions [3.109 (2) Å ]. The sheets are interconnected via methoxy-methoxy dimers and C-HÁ Á Á interactions. (2005) . For -bridged donoracceptor-donor systems as candidates for organic light-emitting diodes and their non-linear optical properties, see Liu et al. (2001) ; Grimsdale et al. (1997) ; Chemla (1987) . For a description of the Cambridge Structural Database, see: Allen (2002 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
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Cg is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. (Fig. 2) ; note that the C···O-C angle is almost linear. Sheets are then generated through two weak hydrogen bonds involving H5 ( Hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined as riding with C-H distances of 0.93 Å. Fig. 1 . : Molecular structure of the title compound showing the numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level; hydrogen atoms are represented by spheres with an arbitrary radius. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Figures
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 0.0480 (7) 0.0507 (7) 0.0651 (8) 0.0121 (6) −0.0228 (6) −0.0368 (7) O3 0.0475 (7) 0.0496 (7) 0.0707 (9) 0.0177 (6) −0.0281 (6) −0.0391 (7) C2 0.0383 (9) 0.0378 (9) 0.0456 (10) 0.0026 (7) −0.0072 (7) −0.0201 (8) C1 0.0339 (9) 0.0384 (9) 0.0434 (10) 0.0034 (7) −0.0085 (7) −0.0177 (8) O4 0.0663 (9) 0.0600 (9) 0.0944 (11) 0.0310 (7 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. 
